
WORD DEFINTION PICTURES

activism
Using art to speak up about something important — like helping the environment or standing up for

fairness. Artists use activism to share strong messages and try to make a difference.

analyse
Looking carefully at an artwork to understand how it was made and what it’s trying to show. You

might analyse the colours, shapes, techniques, and meaning.

balance
How the parts of an artwork are arranged so it feels even and steady. Good balance means the

picture doesn’t feel too “heavy” on one side.

colour
The way we describe how something looks — like red, blue, yellow. Artists use colour to show mood,

feeling, and to make parts of their work stand out.

compare
Looking at two or more artworks and thinking about what is the same and what is different — like

the colours, styles, subjects, or techniques.

composition
How everything in an artwork is arranged or placed — like the objects, colours, and space. A good

composition helps the artwork look interesting and complete.

conveyed
This means "shown" or "communicated". Artists use things like colour, expression, and shape to

convey feelings, ideas, or messages in their work.

contrast
The difference between things in an artwork, like dark and light, rough and smooth, or big and small.

Artists use contrast to make their work stand out and catch your eye.

create
To make something new using your imagination and ideas — like drawing, painting, building, or

printing. Artists create to express themselves and share their thoughts.

depth
How “deep” an artwork looks — like it has space or distance. Artists create depth to make a flat

picture look more 3D.

effect
The feeling or look that the artist creates. For example, a foggy effect, a glowing effect, or a spooky

effect.

effective
When something works well in an artwork — like a colour choice or a technique that helps the

picture look the way the artist wanted.

form
The 3D shape of something — like a ball or a cube. Artists show form with shading or by making

sculptures.

influence
When an artist gets ideas or inspiration from another artist, place, or time. Their artwork might be

similar in style or theme.

overprint
Printing one colour or pattern on top of another. Artists use this to create layers, textures, or

interesting effects.

peer-critique When you look at a classmate’s artwork and give kind, helpful advice to help them improve.

primary
source

Something original that an artist looks at or uses — like a real object, place, or photo they took
themselves.

reflect
To think carefully about your own artwork — what you like, what worked well, and what you could

change next time.

self-critique When you look at your own artwork and think about what works well and what you could improve.

source Where an artist gets their ideas or information — like a photo, painting, object, or memory.

technique
A special way of doing something in art — like how you use a paintbrush, draw with charcoal, or print

with a sponge.

texture
How something looks or feels — like rough bark or soft fur. In art, texture can be real (you can touch

it) or made to look real with drawing or paint.
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